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1. Identification of the agency and the contracting activity. 
 

USDA US Forest Service, National PPS Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4. A statement demonstrating the unique qualifications of the proposed contractor 
or the nature of the action requiring the use of the authority.  

 
Plantra provided a specialized 70” tree canopy in FY2022. The tree survival rate was higher than 
with comparable like products order in other years from the GSA Standing supply schedules. 
Plantra’s proprietary technologies and unique shelter design allow for an increased sapling 
survival rate. The Government has determined that it would be in the best interests to sole source 
form Plantra to ensure the public funding is invested to adequately support the reforestation plan 
and not require another order in out years. 
 

5. Description of the market research conducted among schedule holders and the 
results or a statement of the reason market research was not conducted. 

 



We have used Tree Pro shelters before on the forest. Trees grow very well in their shelters and 
they deter deer from browsing the terminal bud. The one negative factor on their shelter is the 
rigidness of their design. When removing a Tree Pro shelter from a sapling, they are used to 
using that shelter as support and the saplings tend to want to fall over. The Plantra shelters are 
more flexible by design. They are designed this way so that the saplings still sway in the wind 
and are forced to build up their own support rather than relying on the stiff shelter.  

Tubex is another shelter company that many foresters use, but the negative factor for them is the 
coloration of their shelter and a related less than stellar survival rates on seedlings. Also, the 
shelter venting goes only a short distance up the shelter, and the vents are sometimes filled in by 
competing vegetation in the field. For these reasons, Plantra is the only technically acceptable 
shelter for this effort. 

Market research across existing Federal Supply Catalogue schedules produced several like 
products that could be implemented. However, the shelters that Plantra provided on the FY2021 
order showed superior survival rates for saplings. If these same shelters can be procured in 
FY2024, the Government would not risk a reorder on a similar product. In out years prior to 
FY2021 the Government did not produce the equivalent target survivability rates as the proposed 
Plantra Shelters. 
 
 

6. Recommended source(s). 
 
Planta 
1230 Eagan Industrial Road, Suite 100 
St. Paul, MN 55121 
 

Certifications & Approval 
☐ The information provided for this justification has been reviewed and certified accurate and 
complete by  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 






